
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Media Release 
5th NOVEMBER 2018 
For immediate release 

CT Scanner’s for CLT Region 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Both Dunstan Hospital and the Lakes District Hospital each receive Central Lakes Trust (CLT) funding to 
secure the purchase of CT Scanners. The hospitals service the wider Central Lakes region, which spans 
most of Central Otago and Queenstown Lakes. 

Dunstan Hospital receives $364,000 towards a 64-slice scanner, which will enable children to be scanned, 
where previously they would have to travel to Dunedin. The 64-slice scanner is a replacement upgrade for 
the current 16-slice scanner, purchased in 2012 with funding from Central Lakes Trust, which is now 
nearing the end of its life.  

The Lakes District Hospital Foundation receive $1,173,299 towards a 128-slice scanner.  Dunstan Hospital 
patients will have access to the 128-slice scanner as clinically required.  

The scanner for the Lakes District Hospital is a first for the hospital, the complete project requiring a new 
room to house the CT Scanner.  The additional 20% of funding required for each project will be provided by 
donations and the Southern District Health Board for the Lakes District Hospital, and from Central Otago 
Health Inc. for the Dunstan Hospital scanner. 

“Dunstan’s new scanner will meet anticipated needs for the next six years,” says Debi Lawry, Acting Chief 
Executive, Dunstan Hospital. The Lakes District Hospital Scanner is anticipated to have a life span of 8-10 
years.   

“We are very excited to have received this generous funding from the Trust that means we can purchase a 
high quality scanner for Lakes District Hospital,” says Southern DHB Chief executive Chris Fleming. “This is 
an important part of our work to develop the Hospital to provide quality emergency care, diagnostics and 
transfer services. Most significantly, it will give our community and clinicians greater confidence that they 
are making the right decisions about how to care for our people – given the geographic distances involved 
in our district, having this peace of mind is so valuable. 

“And an upgraded scanner at Dunstan also adds to the services available across the Central Lakes area, 
which is great news.”  

Slices indicate the amount of cross-sectional images taken on a patient’s body. As you might think the 
higher the number of slices the more detail the scan will show. Technology in this area has advanced 
rapidly. 

Most of the SDHB population growth is projected to be in the Central Otago/Lakes District areas which has 
implications for the range and quantity of services provided at the Lakes District and Dunstan Hospital 
along with community-based services, such as aged residential care.  

Jayne Macdonald, Chair of the Lakes District Hospital Foundation is thrilled that CLT has lent its support to 
the project and says the addition of a CT scanner at Lakes District Hospital is a significant enhancement 
and major step in improving health and diagnostic services for the Lakes community. 

“This will be a real leap forward for the district’s growing population.”   

“The scanners will assist with district wide demand and help reduce waiting times, mitigate potential 
consequences which result from delay in care, and significantly enhance service provision for the Central 
Otago / Lakes District area,” says new Chair of Central Lakes Trust, Linda Robertson.  

A total of over 1.8m dollars has been granted this funding round to bring the financial year total to 
$4,409,402 of the budgeted $8.5m, for the year ending March 2019.  
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“The bulk of these funds can be attributed to operational funding to keep core essential services running in 
the region and two grants towards CT Scanners for both Central Otago Health Inc. and Lakes District 
Hospital Foundation,” says Chief Executive, Susan Finlay.  

Age Concern Otago receive funding for the establishment of a part time social work position to support an 
additional 100 or more residents of the Central Otago region. 

“While Age Concern Otago is partially funded to provide an Elder Abuse and Neglect response service, it is 
not funded for general social work. The Central Otago office receives enquiries for support almost on a daily 
basis and we are unable to assist as we do not have the capacity for this work at present.  We are 
absolutely thrilled to receive support from Central Lakes Trust,” says Debbie George, Executive Officer of 
Age Concern Otago. 

Southern Lakes Art Festival Trust receives support towards the Festival of Colour programme of events 
addressing community wellbeing, that focus on the challenges and issues our community faces, including 
mental health, sustainability and the environment, and the elderly. 

“Community wellbeing is a central focus for us; our festivals are much more than arts events. They are a 
resource for growing a strong, thriving community.  The arts create community cohesion and promote well-
being and in our programming and planning, the challenges and issues our community faces are at the 
forefront of our minds,” says festival director Philip Tremewan. 

Education is a strong component of the programme, with the festival employing a dedicated schools 
coordinator to run a schools programme with students from kindergarten through to Year 13 across the 
district.  

Central Lakes Breastfeeding Charitable Trust receive a grant towards a community Lactation Consultant to 
make accessing specialist breastfeeding support for Central Lakes mothers easier. While an initial service 
identified a need for a regional located Lactation Consultant, unfortunately funding ceased in September 
2017.  

“To access free Lactation Consultancy mothers would generally have to travel to Dunedin or Invercargill. 
However, this can be taxing for a new mother and baby, so having access to a Lactation Consultant locally, 
at home or in a calm supportive environment takes that pressure away,” says Jo O’Connor, Chair of Central 
Lakes Breastfeeding Charitable Trust. 

 

GRANTS APPROVED –OCTOBER 2018 
Project grants 
Arrowtown RSA    WW1 Commemoration Event   $1,276 
Central Otago Health Inc.  CT Scanner     $364,000 
Challenge Wanaka   Challenge Wanaka 2019   $16,500 
Community Colleges of NZ  Purchase Suzuki Swift Vehicle   $6,500 
Crowell District RSA   Sound System Equipment   $1,437 
Lakes District Hospital Foundation CT Scanner     $1,173,299 
QEII National Trust   Mahu Whenua Interpretation   $22,673 
Life Education Trust   Wheelchair Hoist    $17,000 
 
Guarantee against loss 
Central Otago Regional Choir  Spring 2018 & Autumn 2019 Series  $5,000 
Cavalcade Host Town   Hawea Cavalcade Event   $5,000 
 
Operational grants 
Age Concern Otago   Operational 2018/19    $50,000 
Central Lakes Breastfeeding CT  Operational 2018/19    $9,583 
Community Networks Wanaka  Operational 2018/19    $51,000 
Cromwell Resource Centre  Operational 2018/19    $6,250 
Blind Foundation   Operational 2018/19    $7,500 
 
Programme grants 
CO REAP 2018 Courses  Operational 2018/19    $58,610 
Wanaka Riding for the Disabled  Operational 2018/19    $5,000 
Southern Lakes Arts Festival  Operational 2018/19    $61,225 
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TOTAL:                    $1,861,853 
 
ENDS 
For further information contact:   
 
• Susan Finlay, Chief Executive, Central Lakes Trust 

Telephone: (0272) 234 625   
• Linda Robertson, Chair, Central Lakes Trust  

Telephone: (021) 895 519 
Email:  info@clt.net.nz 
 
 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL LAKES TRUST 
Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that grant funds for charitable purposes.  
It is the largest philanthropic trust per capita in the Southern Hemisphere. The Trust purpose is to make a 
positive lasting contribution to the community by supporting charitable projects throughout Central Lakes; 
to enhance our community and the lives of the people within. 
Since its inception in 2000 the Trust has grown its asset base from the $155m, bestowed by the Otago 
Central Electric Power Trust to assets totalling $388m, and has distributed more than $90m into a wide 
range of community projects and services throughout the Central Lakes area. 
 

 


