
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Media Release 

21stth DECEMBER 2018 
For immediate release 

New trustee and chair enthusiastic about swim school lessons, as 
initiative approved for another year 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sport Otago swim school programme will again be made possible by the support of the Trust and 
other partners, which sees primary school children throughout the Central Lakes Trust region receive 
10 swimming lessons annually, says Sports Central regional coordinator, Bill Godsall.  

Central Lakes Trust Chair, Linda Robertson and newly appointed trustee, Hetty Van Hale (pictured) at 
Cromwell Swim Centre last week with Cromwell Primary School student, Isabelle Colton, where the 
students participated in a swim school lesson. Students were clothed swimming in simulated weed. 
The lesson was to gain awareness of what it is like to swim in a situation they may not be used to, but 
could well be possible in our New Zealand waters.   

“Supporting safety in and near the water by teaching our children water safety skills and to swim, is 
very valuable use of the Trust’s funds,” says Linda.  

The programme which is a joint initiative between Central Lakes Trust, Sports Otago, CODC, QLDC 
and the schools in the Central Lakes Trust region, has transitioned from traditional swimming strokes 
to the Water Safe NZ, Water Skills for Life syllabus. The aim is to improve each child’s confidence and 
ability to survive in the water.  

 “This round of funding saw a significant amount of applications received; 19 in total,” says Chief 
Executive, Susan Finlay.  

She says this is primarily due to the number of social service agencies seeking assistance with funding 
for the upcoming calendar year. 

“Many of these service providers recognise an increased need in our region due to both our growing 
and aging population. Consequently, they are either bringing in support services from out-of-region, or 
increasing the current provision.   

The results of this grant round sees Arthritis New Zealand come into the region to provide support 
services to the estimated 9,500 residents affected by arthritis.  

The Epilepsy Association of New Zealand receives funding, a first for many years, to assist with 
bringing in field officers from Otago and Southland branches to meet the needs of the 280 people and 
families from Queenstown and 200 from the Central Otago district.  

Parkinson’s New Zealand, receive on-going operational support to deliver Otago Parkinson’s 
Education service in our region, which has also seen a growth in numbers.  They deliver 
exercise/physio and speech therapy classes held in Queenstown, Arrowtown and Wanaka for the 
entire Central Lakes region.  

Southland Multiple Sclerosis Society receive continued support for staff and travel costs to visit clients 
in the Wakatipu region, with a particular focus on those isolated in more rural areas. While Otago 
Multiple Sclerosis Society will receive funds for operations in Alexandra, Cromwell and Wanaka.  

The Southern Regions Branch of the Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand receive support 
for both an increase in the number of clients, and the services required in the region. A field worker 
travels from Dunedin four times a year for a period of three days.  “This sort of support is similar to 



 

 2 

 

other health care organisations that provide field work from out of the region,” says Grants Programme 
and Policy Manager, Vicci Lawrence.   

“Likewise, the Ronald McDonald House South Island grant is about supporting families that have to 
travel and stay out of the region to receive the care and support they require,” says Susan.  

The trust provides funds for Central Lakes families to stay free of charge at Ronald McDonald House 
in Christchurch, or the family room in Invercargill.  

“The Trust’s annual grants budget is $8.5m and the latest rounds of grants takes the total approved 
for this financial year to almost $5.5m,” Susan says. 
 
Any new applications for funding will be reviewed at the trust’s next meeting to be held in February 
2019.  
 

GRANTS APPROVED – DECEMBER 2018 
Project grants 
Clyde Bowling Club    Facilities – FF&E   $15,690 
Lake County A&P  Society Inc.   Event     $15,000 
River Range Music Festival   Event     $6,000 
      
Operational grants 
Arthritis New Zealand    Operational Grant 2018/19  $4,666 
Central Otago Friendship Network  Operational Grant 2018/19  $20,000 
Cromwell Community Welfare Trust  Operational Grant 2018/19  $4,500 
Epilepsy Association of New Zealand  Operational Grant 2018/19  $5,800 
New Zealand Centre of Gifted Education Operational Grant 2018/19  $20,000 
Otago Multiple Sclerosis Society Inc.   Operational Grant 2018/19  $3,600 
Parkinson’s New Zealand   Operational Grant 2018/19  $10,600 
Ronald McDonald House South Island  Operational Grant 2018/19  $64,500 
Southland Multiple Sclerosis Society  Operational Grant 2018/19  $2,000 
Sticks ‘n Stones    Operational Grant 2018/19  $73,500 
The Boys Brigade in New Zealand Inc  Operational Grant 2018/19  $21,000 
The Southern Regions Branch of the   Operational Grant 2018/19  $5,855 
Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand 
 
Central Lakes Trust Initiatives 
Sport Otago     Swim School    $98,092 
Central Otago Principals Association  Referral Programme   $89,730 
  
TOTAL:          $460,533 
 
ENDS 
For further information contact:   
• Susan Finlay, Chief Executive, Central Lakes Trust 

Telephone: (0272) 234 625   
Email:  info@clt.net.nz 
 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL LAKES TRUST 
Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that grant funds for charitable purposes.  
It is the largest philanthropic trust per capita in the Southern Hemisphere. The Trust purpose is to 
make a positive lasting contribution to the community by supporting charitable projects throughout 
Central Lakes; to enhance our community and the lives of the people within. 
Since its inception in 2000 the Trust has grown its asset base from the $155m, bestowed by the Otago 
Central Electric Power Trust to assets totalling $388m, and has distributed more than $90m into a 
wide range of community projects and services throughout the Central Lakes area. 


