
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Media Release 

30th NOVEMBER 2018 
For immediate release 

Over 7,500 homes remain uninsulated in the district 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Central Lakes Trust to give a further $658,300 towards retrofitting insulation in Central Lakes over the 
next four years.   

Central Lakes Trust funding assisted the insulation of more than 600 homes through the Smart Energy 
Solutions subsidises over the past four years.  The new grant will support two lower income sectors of 
the community, insulating ceiling and underfloor for 250 households per year.  

For the first group of low income house owners, EECA have significantly increased their contribution 
since the previous programme to 67% of costs. Central Lakes Trust are stumping up a further 25%, 
leaving a homeowner to pay the remaining 8% of the approximate $3,200 insulation costs per house.   

Low income houses need to be pre 2008, and the homeowner must have a Community Services card 
or a Super Gold card, be referred by the Health Homes initiative, or live in a NZ Deprivation index area 
of 9 or 10. “Approximately 2,315 houses meet this criteria in the district,” says  Chief Executive, Susan 
Finlay. 

“Our contribution to this fund will be $100,000 per year for the next three years, commencing July 
2019, assuming that EECA funding is available,” she says.  

The second group, decile 5 – 8 of the NZ Deprivation index, will also receive 25% from Central Lakes 
Trust at 100,000 each year. The Cozy Kiwi fund will contribute 15%, leaving 60% for the homeowner. 
There are 5,307 houses across the region that fall into this category.  

“The health benefits for families is significant. There are already 200 houses on a waiting list for 
insulation,” she says.  

Wanaka Yacht Club receive funding towards the purchase of equipment for the delivery of a youth 
development sailing programme. The programme has seen unprecedented growth, having gone from 
32 participants in 2014 to 250 in 2018, with a waiting list of 6-12 months. The club maintains low costs 
for programme entry of $10 per lesson.  The objectives include water safety, education and activation 
of youth.  

Arrowtown’s Wilding Strategy is to see wilding conifer’s eradicated from the visible hillside’s 
surrounding Arrowtown over the next 12 – 15 years. Central Lakes Trust’s will provide $600,000  to the 
Arrowtown Wilding Group, a subcommittee of Arrowtown Village Association as support towards the 
eradication activities over the short term.  

“The eradication work is to provide a foundation for the 12-15 year strategy expected to have long-
term impacts on the environment, protecting the natural landscape and bio-diversity of the area,” 
Susan says. 

 

GRANTS APPROVED – NOVEMBER 2018 
Project grants 
Wanaka Yacht Club Inc.  Deliverance of Sailing Programme  $4,000 
Smart Energy Solutions Ltd  Insulation Subsidy Programme (4 yrs)  $58,300 
     $200K p/yr for 3yrs following $100K  

prorated current year 
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Operational grants 
Arrowtown Village Association  Equipment / Materials / Vehicles  $600,000 
 
TOTAL:          $662,300 
 
ENDS 
For further information contact:   
 
• Susan Finlay, Chief Executive, Central Lakes Trust 

Telephone: (0272) 234 625   
Email:  info@clt.net.nz 
 
 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL LAKES TRUST 
Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that grant funds for charitable purposes.  
It is the largest philanthropic trust per capita in the Southern Hemisphere. The Trust purpose is to 
make a positive lasting contribution to the community by supporting charitable projects throughout 
Central Lakes; to enhance our community and the lives of the people within. 
Since its inception in 2000 the Trust has grown its asset base from the $155m, bestowed by the Otago 
Central Electric Power Trust to assets totalling $388m, and has distributed more than $90m into a 
wide range of community projects and services throughout the Central Lakes area. 
 

 


