
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Media Release 
26TH OCTOBER 2018 

For immediate release 

Linda Robertson New Chair of Central Lakes Trust 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Queenstown's Linda Robertson is the new chair of Central Lakes Trust, replacing Mr. Tony Hill, who 
remains as a trustee. 

Ms. Robertson who was appointed to the Trust late last year has extensive governance experience serving 
on Boards and Audit & Risk Committees, as well as a background in finance and the energy sector working 
for both local government and the corporate sector.  

“I feel privileged to be offered the opportunity to chair the Trust.  The Trust does incredible things for the 
community and is a wonderful asset for our region, having granted over $90m to community projects since 
it was established in 2000,” she says.  “If you take a look around our community you can see evidence of 
the Trust in every corner, in many of the region’s projects, and more often than not in places you can’t see, 
like the operational grants that keep so many core services operating in our region.”  

"I'm looking forward to using my skills and governance experience, and my background in the finance and 
energy industry in this more community focused role," she said.  

Outgoing chair Tony Hill offered his congratulations to Ms Robertson. 

“Linda is well qualified for the role, has the support of all trustees, and as a first-termer will provide 
continuity of leadership into the future as we go into next year’s election where four of our six elected 
trustees are mandated to retire,” says Tony.  

Bernice Lepper was reappointed as deputy chair of the Trust.  

Bernice said she was proud to see another strong female leader take up the opportunity and challenge of 
being the board chair.  

The Trust would like to acknowledge Tony Hills contribution over a period of time when the organisation 
has gone through much change.  

Linda has extensive energy sector experience having held both governance and senior management roles 
in several energy organisations including, Contact Energy, Meridian Energy, Transpower, Energy for 
Industry, and King Country Energy. 

She currently Chairs Pacific Radiology Group Ltd and Central Otago District Council’s Audit and Risk 
Committee.  Linda is also a director of Dunedin City Holdings, Crown Irrigation Investments, Local 
Government Funding Agency and serves on the Technical Advisory Committee for Export Credit with The 
Treasury. 

Linda is a Chartered Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of Directors, Certified Treasury Professional and a 
Distinguished Fellow of the Institute of Finance Professionals New Zealand (INFINZ); a Fellow of the 
Institute of Governance New Zealand (Chartered Secretaries and Administrators) and is a Graduate Member 
of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. Linda also has a Bachelor of Commerce and a Diploma in 
Banking. 

“Now more than ever our Trustees need to be in touch with the contemporary needs of our community.  
The impact our growing population and demographics place, mean as funders, we must ensure an 
understanding of community need rather than demand, and respond accordingly in terms of being fiscally 
responsible with community money,” Chief Executive Susan Finlay says.  “I look forward to working with 
Linda and the board as we move to the future.” 
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ENDS 
 
For further information contact:   
• Susan Finlay, Chief Executive, Central Lakes Trust 

Telephone: (0272) 234 625   
Email:  info@clt.net.nz 

• Linda Robertson, Chair, Central Lakes Trust  
Telephone: (021) 895 519 

 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL LAKES TRUST 
Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that grant funds for charitable purposes.  
It is the largest philanthropic trust per capita in the Southern Hemisphere. The Trust purpose is to make a 
positive lasting contribution to the community by supporting charitable projects throughout Central Lakes; 
to enhance our community and the lives of the people within. 
Since its inception in 2000 the Trust has grown its asset base from the $155m, bestowed by the Otago 
Central Electric Power Trust to assets totalling $388m, and has distributed more than $90m into a wide 
range of community projects and services throughout the Central Lakes area. 

 


