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New approach to foster participation in sports across the region 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Central Otago Primary Schools Sports Association will receive a grant to support a regional sports 
coordinator for the Queenstown Lakes and Central Otago region.  

The coordinator will facilitate a new approach across the region, fostering participation from primary 
school children at different levels in regional events including swimming, athletes, cross country, 
orienteering and triathlon. 

“The coordinator will ensure improved communication and liaison between schools, zones and the 
region in planning dates, standards and events,” say Central Lakes CEO, Susan Finlay. 

The approach promotes participation by all students at level one within schools, offering opportunity 
for a pathway forward. (see Fig. 1) 

“The rapid growth in school roles throughout the region has necessitated a restructure in the way 
sporting opportunities are organised,” says Bill Godsall of Sport Central.   

“Larger sporting events, with increased numbers are more and more difficult to manage, requiring 
government compliance such as traffic and crowd management, as well as health and safety 
regulations.  

“Capping the number of children at an event due to management issues only allows progress for high 
achievers,” says Bill.   

“The coordinator will be fantastic for supporting schools to manage these events and ensuring we 
offer opportunities for increased participation,” says Central Lakes Trust Chief Executive, Susan 
Finlay. 

The Upper Clutha Radio Telephone Users Group receive $100,000 to complete their funding 
requirement for the supply of a reliable power source to the Mt Roy radio hut.  
The Mt. Roy site, ideally suited for radio repeaters, suffers major failures due to lightening strikes.  

Trust Chair, Tony Hill says, “This group has been struggling to source it’s entire funding requirements, 
in the meantime have been paying for an emergency generator to ensure this community facility 
remains available, but at significant cost.  We are delighted the group will now be able to provide a 
regular and consistent power supply and reduce ongoing expenditure due to failures,” he says.  

“Other grants of support this month will go to cover operational costs associated with delivering core 
community wellbeing services,” he says.  

Amongst those throughout the region is Central Otago Compassionate Friends, a largely volunteer 
based organisation which provides long-term support to newly bereaved families, especially dealing 
with the loss of a child, by people that have experienced bereavement themselves.  

“We sincerely appreciate the valuable service this small local group provides in our community,” says 
Tony.  
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Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that grant funds for charitable purposes. To be eligible your 
cause must be charitable, and your organisation registered with charities, a territorial local authority, or 
a registered public state learning provider. To find out more see www.clt.net.nz or call 0800 001 137.  

“We encourage those in the community registered with charities and with a charitable cause to seek 
our advice as to whether we can assist,” says Susan.  

 

GRANTS APPROVED – APRIL 2018 
 
Project grants 
Upper Clutha Radio Telephone Users Group  Upgraded power supply  $100,000 
Central Otago Primary Schools Sports Association Regional Sports Coordinator  $43,260 
Central Otago Sports Turf Trust   Coach the Coaches   $15,000 
 
 
Operational grants 
Presbyterian Support Otago    Operational 2018/19   $65,000 
Salvation Army Alexandra    Operational 2018/19   $40,640 
Presbyterian Support Southland   Operational 2018/19   $30,000 
Anglican Family Care     Operational 2018/19   $20,000 
Cromwelll Presbyterian Church   Operational 2018/19   $20,000 
Dunedin Community Law    Operational 2018/19   $16,000 
Central Otago Compassionate Friends   Operational 2018/19   $15,000 
Disabilities Resource Centre Southland  Operational 2018/19   $10,000 
 
TOTAL:           $374,900 
 
 
ENDS 
For further information contact:   
 
• Susan Finlay, Chief Executive, Central 
Lakes Trust 

Telephone:  (0272) 234 625   
• Tony Hill, Chair, Central Lakes Trust  

Telephone: (0274) 336 575 
Email:  info@clt.net.nz 
 
 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL LAKES TRUST 
Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that 
grant funds for charitable purposes.  
It is the largest philanthropic trust per capita in 
the Southern Hemisphere. The Trust purpose is 
to make a positive lasting contribution to the 
community by supporting charitable projects 
throughout Central Lakes; to enhance our 
community and the lives of the people within. 
Since its inception in 2000 the Trust has grown 
its asset base from the $155m, bestowed by the 
Otago Central Electric Power Board, to assets 
totalling $360m, and has distributed more than 
$86m into a wide range of community projects 
and services throughout the Central Lakes area. 

 
 
 

 
Figure 1: Three-tiered approach to foster participation in sports 
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