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Health and Safety a major driver for funding this round 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Central Lakes Trust have funded over $1.2 million dollars in support of a wide range of community 
causes this month, from around our region.  Health and safety has proved a major driver in the 
applications for funding; from playcentres, to search & rescue, and sporting facilities. 
 
“This element is increasingly becoming an issue for groups to address and mitigate,” says Trust Chair, 
Tony Hill.    
 
Among recipients are the Wanaka Watersports Facility Trust who receive funds towards their facility 
on the Roy’s Bay recreation reserve.  The disability accessible facility will provide externally accessed 
public toilets at the west swimming end of the beach where there are currently no facilities for the 
public.  
 
The facility also improves safety conditions for those users currently crossing the busy Wanaka-Mt 
Aspiring Road at times of low light.  The new facility ensures enough storage to eliminate this hazard 
for the members. 
 
Wanaka’s Search & Rescue have received a regular grant to allow operations to continue and provide 
their life-saving services. This year the grant is towards capital equipment and helicopter training for 
the 2018/19 season.  
 
“Approximately 90% of our operations involve helicopters.  It is an essential health and safety practice 
that volunteers and responders are trained in correct manoeuvres to enter and exit helicopters in 
different situations,” says Wanaka Search & Rescue spokesperson, Phil Melchior. 
 
“Search & Rescue provide a vital service for the region helping the lost, missing and injured in our 
rivers, hills and mountains in the Wanaka area,” says Chief Executive, Susan Finlay. 
 
Omakau Playcentre will extend and redevelop their current facility, to ensure it is safe and fit for 
purpose.  The extension will create dedicated areas for quality education and will be welcomed by the 
Omakau community, with quiet areas for the children to sleep, and dedicated office and food 
preparation areas, with running hot water.  
 
“The children will benefit enormously from the upgrade, and it future proofs the facility allowing space 
for role growth,” says Property Officer, Kim Hore. 

Central Otago REAP receive funding to undertake a collaborative programme with Probations, to 
provide opportunity for probation clients in both Cromwell and Wanaka to increase confidence and 
improve lifeskills. They will receive essential skills like budgeting, cooking courses, literacy and 
numeracy as well as basic computer skills and CV writing.  
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The pilot programme is already running in Alexandra with much success. “It is hoped this weekend 
service will offer the same to Cromwell and Wanaka probation. We look forward to seeing the effect 
the pilot has,” says Trust Chair, Tony Hill. 
 
Support to bring the Boy’s Brigade to the Central Lakes region has also been given with a contribution 
of $17,450 towards establishing the service in our area.  

The programme works with primary school boys in need, providing male role models and mentors so 
boys learn practical life skills and values.  The programme has seen much success in other areas 
around the country, says Susan.  

“Unfortunately, boys are often overrepresented in statistics and research on bullying, teen suicide, 
youth prosecutions and obesity. With increased population, and social and economic pressures being 
experienced there is a need to meet demands for local boys,” she says.    

The Winter Games receive some support towards an opening ceremony which expands the 
opportunity for community participation and the value the games bring to the region. The games are 
encouraging local children and the community to undertake free activities at the opening ceremony.  

A number of operational grants were also supported in this funding round. Amongst those were 
Happiness House, Age Concern Southland, Alexandra Senior Citizens, Otago Community Hospice, 
Birthright Central Otago, and Queenstown Citizens Advice Bureau.   
 
Operational grants support community services which in many cases are largely volunteer and offer 
services to the community which we would be lost without.  
 
“With the increase in our population, these services are seeing increased demand and often with no 
further funding.  Operational funding forms a significant and important part of Trust grants. Ensuring 
community wellbeing and the survival of these services is important to the Trustees, and the Trust’s 
purpose.” says Chief Executive, Susan Finlay.  
 

GRANTS APPROVED – MAY 2018 
 
Project grants 
Blue Light Central Lakes  Adventure skills training – 18 months   $14,040 
Boys Brigade    ICONZ Edge Programme update   $17,500 
Central Otago REAP   Lifeskills pilot programme, Probation clients  $14,940 
Clyde Tennis Club   Resurface courts and LED lighting   $100,000 
Coastguard Wanaka Lakes  Replacement rescue boat engines   $37,450 
Community Patrols of NZ – Qtown Replacement patrol vehicle    $20,000 
Kelvin Peninsula Community Ass Flying fox for Jardine Park    $27,000 
Otago Playcentre Association  Omakau playcentre building upgrade & extension $75,647 
Wakatipu Ski Club   Ski Club hut upgrade     $32,697 
Wanaka Search& Rescue  Capital equipment & helicopter training  $26,100 
Wanaka Watersports Facility Trust Construction of the watersports facility  $650,000 
Winter Games New Zealand   Volunteer wellbeing and opening ceremony  $25,528 
 
 
 
Operational grants 
Age Concern Southland  Operational 2018/19     $31,920 
Alexandra Senior Citizens Centre Operational 2018/19     $11,604 
Birthright Central Otago  Operational 2018/19     $5,500 
Happiness House   Operational 2018/19     $52,804 
Queenstown Citizens Advice Bureau Operational 2018/19     $9,000 
Otago Community Hospice  Operational 2018/19     $62,648 
Sport Otago Operational Grant Operational 2018/19     $27,802 
 
TOTAL:                   $1,242,180 
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ENDS 
For further information contact:   
 
• Susan Finlay, Chief Executive, Central Lakes Trust 

Telephone: (0272) 234 625   
• Tony Hill, Chair, Central Lakes Trust  

Telephone: (0274) 336 575 
Email:  info@clt.net.nz 
 
 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL LAKES TRUST 
Central Lakes Trust is a charitable trust that grant funds for charitable purposes.  
It is the largest philanthropic trust per capita in the Southern Hemisphere. The Trust purpose is to 
make a positive lasting contribution to the community by supporting charitable projects throughout 
Central Lakes; to enhance our community and the lives of the people within. 
Since its inception in 2000 the Trust has grown its asset base from the $155m, bestowed by the Otago 
Central Electric Power Board, to assets totalling $360m, and has distributed more than $86m into a 
wide range of community projects and services throughout the Central Lakes area. 


